
RESOLUTION NO. 12-189 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council and the Mayor of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama are apprised that a distinguished citizen,  

Col. (Ret.) James O. Heyward will be recognized for his dedicated 

service and commitment to volunteerism in the Huntsville-Madison 

County Community during the Rosetta James Annual “2012 Honoring Our 

Elders” Celebration to be held at the Ernest L. Knight Reception 

Center on the beautiful campus of Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical 

University on March 10, 2012; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, a native of Sumter, South Carolina, James O. Heyward, 

Sr., is a career Army officer who retired from active service in 1983 

with the rank of Colonel.   Col. (Ret.) Heyward served in key command 

and staff positions in the United States and overseas amassing a 

diverse background of extensive experience in planning, management and 

operations to include training, logistics, resource management, 

counseling and investigative work.  His last military assignment was 

Professor of Military Science at Alabama A&M University (AAMU); and,    

 

 WHEREAS, since his retirement, he held the position of Director 

of Admissions at AAMU from 1984 to 1997.  In this position he was 

responsible for directing and coordinating the University’s 

recruitment effort and administering the academic scholarship program.  

He formulated, recommended and implemented recruitment and admissions 

policies—all crucial to a stable enrollment of quality students.  

During his work in higher education, he held key positions in the 

Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers both state 

and national levels, and was affiliated with other professional 

educator organizations; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Col. Heyward holds a B.S. Degree from South Carolina 

State University; an M.A. Degree from Shippensburg State University;  

he is a graduate of the Armed Forces Staff College and U.S. Army 

Personnel Management for Executives Program.  In 1979, he was inducted 

into the South Carolina State University Army ROTC Hall of Fame.  Col. 

Heyward is also a former Paratrooper and has received numerous 

military awards and citations, including the Legion of Merit; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, James Heyward is a member and past president of the 

local graduate chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; member of 

Epsilon Kappa Boule, Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity; holds membership in the 

Royal College of Papal Knights in the Americas; former member of the 

Board of Directors of LIFT Housing; co-chair of the Huntsville 

Committee to design a Buffalo Soldiers Memorial; and chairman of the 

1999 Huntsville Chief of Police Task Force on Recruiting and Hiring; 

and,    

 

 WHEREAS, Col. James Heyward is a member of the Executive Board of 

the Greater Alabama Council, Boy Scouts of America, Birmingham; 

Assistant District Commissioner, Talakto District, immediate past  
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president, Urban Emphasis Scout Leaders Council, Cub Master Pack 906,  

West Mastin Lake Elementary School.  He was honored at the Eagles 

Scouts Reception in Huntsville February 2010 for increasing the 

participation of urban youth in the scouting program.  In April 2011, 

The Greater Huntsville Chapter, Jack and Jill of America presented the 

Pink, White and Blue Award to James O Heyward for his involvement and 

untiring work with the Boy Scouts of America.  In June 2011, he 

received the “Making a Difference Award” from The Ivy Center of 

Huntsville/Madison County Foundation, Inc.  In June 2011, Heyward was 

an honoree at the Boy Scouts of America, Talakto District Annual Eagle 

Luncheon in Huntsville.  He is a member of the Steward Board and 

Secretary of Saint John A.M.E. Church, and has served as guest speaker 

for a number of local and state organizations; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Col. (Ret.) James O. Heyward is married to the former 

Willie Mae Thompson and they are the parents of two adult sons and 

have two grandsons. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council and Mayor of 

the City of Huntsville, Alabama, gratefully acknowledge and 

congratulate Col. James O. Heyward, Sr., for being selected as a 

recipient of the 2012 Rosetta James “Honoring Our Elders” Celebration 

and extend best wishes to Col. Heyward and the Board of Directors of 

the Rosetta James Foundation for continued success in all future 

endeavors. 

 

 ADOPTED on this the 8th day of March, 2012. 

 

 

              

         _______________________________________ 

        President of the City Council of the 

     City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

 APPROVED on this the 8th day of March, 2012. 

     

   

 

         _______________________________________ 

        Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 


